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Le Cateau by train on the 25th, and was pushed
forward to Solesmes (six miles to the north) to
assist Allenby's Cavalry and the rear-guards of
the II Corps. A bottle-neck of roads in that
village got hopelessly blocked by the waggons
of refugees getting mixed up with the military
transport, and a serious rear-guard action was
fought until dark. Then the rear-guard and the
4th Division tried to find their way back across
country to the places allotted to them at Le
Cateau. It would be impossible to say at what
hour the various units reached their ground.
Some never reached it at all, and throughout
the night scattered parties were trickling in.
The 4th Division was certainly not in place
before dawn next morning.
Smith-Dorrien was on the spot. Like the
Commander-in-Chief, he was anxious to resume
the march next day and about 10 p.m. orders
were sent out accordingly. But at n p.m.
Allenby came to Corps Headquarters to report
that German cavalry was within a couple of
miles of our line and unless we could march"
before daylight the enemy would be upon us.
Hamilton, commanding the 3rd Division, was
consulted, and his opinion was that as many
of his units were only now coming in it would
be impossible to start before 9 a.m. This left
Smith-Dorrien with no option, for it was useless
to think of starling another march before the
first one was completed. Not from choice, but
from dire necessity, he issued the order to stand
fast
Le Cateau was a repetition of Mons. With
the help of civilian labour some very civilian